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crOQ!S have recently been roundly concie!med in nunerous sportmen’s 

periodicals and newspaDers because of their destructivenes,s to other bird life, 

especially game birds. The articles, which were based on infornntion gathered 

on the corral islands of Virginia by an expedition fimmccsd I,* a ueLFkn~6~ fkmmition 

compeny, have inade a profound inpression in nany quarters. Undar emphasis on 

peculiar local conditions, however, together G.t.f; lack of distinction bet-:reen 

the common crow and the fish crow an2 a faulty interpretation of the evidence 

at hand, has conveyed a grossly exaggerated and viholly erroneous idea of th0 

:wedztory habits of the cram, accordirg to opeoialistaof the Biological Survey, 

Unifed St:tos Departmnt of kgrir&ture. 

That the situstfon is by no neF.ils so serious as picture2 is n$paren-b 

from st,rtenents in the articles that the Virginia islands nentianed abound in 

gme and are the fevorite nesting places of large nurbrs of mm& birds. The 

whole district also is, a,n? has been for “any generations, one of the favorite 

huntin? places of the East. 

There is no question tha0; on these Virginia islanc!s the fish crow md 

the sml.ler nuabers of the cormon cro:-7 present are to be seen at their worst i 

as regards their relati;an to other birds- These objectionable tmits have beer- 

given due comideration in *he efforts of the Biological Survey to appraim 

correctly the econor?ic worth of the crow. Such activities, hmever, must be 

nlaced in their true perspective, and evideiwe secured under peculiar local 

cqnditions can not serve as a basis for a universal estirzM.cm of the qmcies.. 
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on the Virginia islands is the fish cm-~, a soecies qui*e different in habi.ts * 

fron tLe comon mob* Mile mention has been nade of tl:is fact in the articles 

referred to, the difference is frequently lost sigh-5 of and tha whole race of 

crows is condenned by the evidanco obtained lay@!.; ,?vdnrt the maritime species- 

The number of eggs of other birds deported t$ have been four6 under crov 

nests also has been emphasized, Under a ri$t inter;>re-batioa, this evidence will 

have a less aeriouo meaning, so far ,ZS other bird life is concerned. Scientists 

state that breeding birds readily replenish losses due to egg destruction, and 

under the conditions described the production of two or more sets of eggs before 

a brood i; brought i'orth is doubtless the reguler occurrence. 

The Biological Surrey takes the attitude that on game ferns and oil reser- 

v&ions where both time a:ld ;;loaey zme spe& to maintain bird life in nore than 

norrnal numbers, control of certain ingurio*Js species, including the cZem, is 

vmrmnted r.nd even necessary. Govsrrment experts have dons considerable exper- 

imental aork and advise control neasures in locslities whore the birds a%e in- 
f 

jurious to crops. On the othei: hand, a careful study of the economic status 

O? the crow dcnonstrates that over i-.lach of its raxge the bird proba'cly does as 

~111C~l good AS hP?Tl, and undei- sozx cor,c?itio:?s its usefulness is pronounced. A 

full discussion of tke cfo7TTPs :y?ortb is given 3n Farme::s' Bulletin 1102, The 

Cf0~ in its Rela",ion to Agiculture, o'otainaole on a>$ication to the United 

States De~artrxe~~t of Agriculture, Ya.shin&on, D-C. 


